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Earl MORTIMER,

AND

Othing ever {truck me more than a

Robert, Earl of Oxford, &c.
Saying of the sreat Duke of Roban's o

N The abfolutc Reign of Fawvourstes 1s the

Rutn of a State : Which, however, common it
may appear to he, receives a Sanétion from fuch
‘an tlultriows Pen, and obtatns the Authority of
a Maxim. Hiftory is full of Examplcs to prove
1ty and Hiftorians feem to handle no Part of it
{wich {fo much Pleafure as the Fall of Favourites,
It would, however, be very unreafonable to de-
prive Princes of the Privileges of Nuttie ; the
Liberty of their Paflions; and the Choicc of their
iFriends; which has fometimes, tho’ very rarely,
been that of their Poeple; as it will always be
when good and wile Pri;}ies govern. How hap-
‘ 2 Ly
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py was the Roman Empire in the Friendthips of

Auguftus, who never haftily admitted any Man
into his Favour, nor rafhly difcarded him after-
wards? Always choofing fuch as were Eminent
for their high Qualities in the Arts of Peice and
War: And when he had chofen, he could fee
theic Faults as well as their Mericy blaming often,
as Swuctonius tells us, Agrippa, for bis want of Pa-
tience, and Mecenas for bis want of Taciturnity,
Yet where fhall we find two Perfons, in Ancient
or Modern Story, fo deferving the good Graces

of their Sovereign ? Whofe Wiidom was the |

more confpicuous for that of his Friends. The
Valour and Viétories of the one; the Zeal and
Politenefs of the other; The Moderation and
Humanity of both, were not fome of the leaft
Bleflings of that Reign; the happieft the Romans
ever livid under. |

By this Inftance ’tis evident, Favourites may
be the Caufe of as much Good as Evil in a Go-
vernment ; and are not therefore hurtful of

themfelves. However, confidering Princes are |

but Men, and as much expos’d to the Tyraany
of their Paffions as others; ’tis but too much
to be fear’d, they will often give themiclves up
blindly to them, in the difpofal of their Friend-
fhip, as all bad Princes are fure to do; and
good Princes being much more rare than bad,
ill Favourites have been fo frequent, that the
very iName is now become odious. We need
not look farther irto Hiftory, than that of
Auguftus’s immediate Succeffor, Tiberius, under
whom the Romans began firft to feel in earneft
the difference between the Condition of a Free
People, and that of Slaves.

The|
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The two Men who rofe highelt in this wicked
Emperor’s Favour, were Sejavus and Pifo, who
had neither the Vertues nor Abilities of the
two former Favourites. Their Wifdom they
fupply’d with Craft, and their Zeal- with Flat-
tery, They ftudy’d the Pafﬁf)ns of their Ma-
fter, and not the Intereflt of his Subjefts. Their
Fraud anc Avarice were as great as their Am-
bition ; and their Pride and Cruelty without
Bounds. By thefe Germanicus and the beft Men
of Rome fell into Difgrace : And ’tis faid of Ti- gy
berius, That be did not raife Sejanus out of any pir. Tib.
extraordinary Kindnefs for bimy but to mike ufe of
bim as an Infirument to deftroy thofe be hated, But
we have Examples of the fame Nature, that
have a nearer relation to us, And our own
. Story, in the Lives of Edward the Second, and
Richard the Second, furnithes vs with fufficient
Matter of Refle®tion on the danger of ill Fs.
yourites, both to States and themfelves, Read-
ing lately Sir Robert Howard’s admirable Hiftory
of the Reigizs of thofe two Princes, I could not
help dipping deeper into the Lives and For-
tunes of the two Prime Minifters who then
rol’d this Kingdom, and brought both Kings
and People inta the utmoft Mifery: Which,
according to Siv Rebert’s Reflettions in his Pre-
face could not be otherwife. Tie parting with
Power to Minsfters and Favowrites, fays he, ewver
did, and ever will, breed a difiruft i the People,
enough to fhake all Confidence sn their Prince,  And
*tis but natural it [hould have [0 fatal an Operation,
fince the true Intereft of a King differs totally from
theirs.  His veft and fecureft Happinefs is founded
on the Peoples Good: thew Interelt and Ambition
mufb be [upply’d by thesr Oppreflion.  This is the [el-

| | dor
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feldom fasling Caufe that made all Princes unkind
to their Peopl: that snveft Minifters with their
Power, and Affclions, and [ am Confident there
gre but few Stories that bave given an Actount -cf
a Prince [o vefign'd to others, but bave likewsfe tojd
of bis Misfortuic involv'd in theirs, &C.

To purfue the Order of Chronology, I fhall
begin this Treatife with the Life of the Firft
Earl Mortimer 5 who, from the Quality of an
ordinary Baron in Herefordfhire,rofe {o high in his
Queen's Favour, that it hasleft as greataBlot on
her Memory, as his Vices have on his own.

The Name of Mortimer is as old in England as
the Conqueft, and fo many of our “amilies owe
their [Dfcent to the Followers of the Noyman, that
tho’ the «£ra is not very old, compar’d with
the German Genealogies, of which we ought to be
more Proud; yet the beft of them think, yon can-
not do ’em greater Honour than to bring their
Anceftors in with the Conqieror, which has
occafion’d the Spoiling a great many good old
Saxor Names, and turning them into French: As
for Inftance, if my Name was Greenfield 100
Years ago. and Fortune fhould be kinder to me
than fhe was to my Anceftors) I would prefently
deduce my Origin from Granwille in Nornzandy,
and Affien the Founder of our Houfe fome Prin-
cipal Poft in the Baftards Army. And if I had
either of the two Names which are now in my
Head, how eaflily could I derive the one from
a Ma:ifchal of France, and the other from a Firft
Prefident of the Parliament of Parss, Tho’ the
one is Ouiginally 1#eleh, and the other Saxon
For ’tis a hard matter when a Perfon Arrives to
exalted Stations and Dignities, if he cannot by
Father's fide or Mother’s fide, crond himielfinto

fome
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fome Family or other of a better Figure than his
awn, and by Changing a Letter or two of his
Name, Ln:itle himfelf to the Honours the Herald
finds our for Him.  Which puts me in mind of a
Paflage ‘u la Bruyere, in the Chapter of Certain
Cuftomns : I bere declare it openly, favshe, and d-five
all Men to take uotice of ity that one may wonder
}Jﬁ'ffﬂftﬂ’, ;f euey ,,-::-?y gregr Man tbfﬂks LA W oy f;.y'
of bis Care, if ewwr I bappen to make my Fortune,
toere is one Godfrey de la Bruyere, whom afl the
Chronicles of France place among the Men of the
Higheft Rank, that follow'd Godfrey de Bouillon
212 bis Conqueft of the Holy Land: And this God-
frey (hall then be the Man from whom, I am dif-
cended 1n a Dire Line, By the fame means all
the Mortimers in England, from the Cobler to
the Count, if we had one of that Name, might
pretend to bedefcended from Bim who came in
with William the Firft, and claim an Allvancs
with the Dukes of Adortemarin Framce: | rake
the Liberty to digrels, that being allowable in
writing Lives, which would be an Offence to
the Severity of General Hiftory. ’Tis certain
there were many Confiderable Perfons of the
Family of Mortimer, before Edmund and Roger,
in the Reign of Edward the Firft, Father and
Unkle to Roger Aortismer, whofe Life [ have un-
deriaken to Write, and his Defcent by the Fa-
ther’s fide, being more Honourable than that
by the Mother, [ fhall take my Choice as others
have done on other Occafions, and Speak only
of that which I like belt. He wa¢ the Son of
Edmund Mortimer, and Born in the Year 128s,
the Fourteenth of Edward the Firflt: He was in

the Seventeenth Year of his Age when his Fa-
ther Dy’d. ’

The
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The King, according to the Royal Preroga-

tive at that time, gave the Wardfhip of the
Young Lowd Roger Auortimer to Pierce Gaveflon,
who was a Companion of his Son Edward, Prince
of Wales: and being highly belov’d by Him, wasg
favour’d by the Father, till he perceived Ga-
veffon corrupted the young Prince’s Manners,
putting him on many Extravagances, Debau-
cheries and Riots¢ of which, one was the break.
ing into the Lord Treafurer, the Bifhop of Cbe.
fer’s, Park : This was [ntolerable, in times when
the Temporals of the Clergy weve Sacred ; and
the King was fo enrag’d, that he imprifon’d the
Prince, and banifh’d Gawveflon ; who, before his
Exile, granted Roger Mortimer his Ward-Liber-
ty to marry whom he pleas’d; and freed him
from his Wardfhip for 2coo Marks., Not long
after he took to Wife Foan, the Daughter of
Peter de Genewile, Son of Feffery de Genewile, Lord
of Trim in Ireland,
- Mortimer was one of the moft Gallant Noble-
men of his time; and it cannot be doubted,
but the Court was the Scene of his Youth, as
well as riper Years. He was in his Eighteenth
Year, when King Edward prepar’d for an Ex-
pedition againft the Scots, to revenge the Mur-
der of Fokn Cumin, whom he had taken into his
Protetticn.

In order to this, Proclamation was made for
all Perfons qualify’d, by Paternal Succeflion or
otherwife, to appear at ¥efiminfier, and receive
the Order of Knighthood, At the Day ap-
poinfed, sco Gentlemen, Sons of Earls, Bae
rons and Knights, made their Appearance; and
the King having Knighted the Prince of Wales,

the Prince gave the Honour to Koger Mortimu;f
- a1l
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and the reft that attended fo receive it with
great Solemnity.

He follow’d the¢ King it that Enterprize, 4 p
which was almoft over before he came, the Farl 1 3 . ’
of Pembroke having routed Bruce, and reduc’d his .
Party, Enemies to Cumyn .and thie Baliols, Adsr-
timer, whether out of Fear or Difgult, left the
Army without leave, Indeed, his Comage was
not his moft diftingumiihing Quality: And this
fo incens’d the King, that he cemmanded the
Sheriffs of Glocefter, Hereford, Shroyfbire and Sraf-
fordfhire, to fieze his Lands. However, Adorti-
mer found means to procure the Mediation of
Queen Margaret, Aunt to the Princefs /fabella
of France, who marry’d King Edward the Second ;
and in the following Year all his Lands were re-
ftor’d to him.

Eaward'théSecond, about the fame time fuc-
ceeded his Father ; and in the third Year of his 4. D,
Reign, the Lord Roger Mertimier was made Go- 1309,
vernour of the Caitle of Buclt in Breckuokfhire,

This King had recall’d Gawefton 5 and he renew’d
his corrupt Pradtices : Upon which the Barons
remonftrate againft him, and he is fent to Ire-
land for a few Months, whence he return’d to
the Pofleflion of new Favours, which he pot to
fuch an ill Ufe, that his Tyranny grew intcle-
rable, and provok’d the Barons not only te
threaten the King, but to take Arms againit him.
*Tis very probable Mertimer, whoie Ambiiion
began early to fhew it felf; fided with the Fa-
Yourite, in hopes to be ore himfelt: For, du-
ring thefe Tranfadtions, 1 the 6th Year of this
King, we find mention made ct Moneys exhi-
bited out of the Exchequer t¢ him, in rccom-
pence of his Expences in Gafeoigne for the King’s

| Servics.
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Service,. He was in the fatal Battle of Bannochﬁ
bourne, and continu'd in the Scots Wars the four
foﬂowmg Years: In the latt of which, the r1th
of King Edward, he was made Lord- Juftice of
Ireland ; fo 1mpo: tant a Truft at that time, that
it thews he was far advaac’d in the ngs Fa.
vour: For the lfland was then tavaded by Ed-
ward Bruee, who had made himfelf Maﬁer of a
gcnl Fart of it, and aum’d the Ticle of King,
Aortinies cavry'd wich him Thlrty Eight Knights,
and touk vpon him to male Tvo more upat his
arrival there : ‘Where baing joyn’d by Fobn de
Burmingham, and Sw Nicholas ds Verdon, he clear’d
the Ki nﬂdom of the Lmyes who put themfelves
under the Protedtion of \he Seats.  But his Feats
of Aruis make no great Figure in ovr Hiftories,
he being cut out more for a Court than a Camp,
and fitter for lntrigue than A&ios,. Sir Fobn de
Birminghan had the Honour of Knighthood con-
ferr’d on hin by Mortimer, who the next Year
cngag’d in the Scots Wars, but did nothing In
thiem worthy remerabrance,

Bzfore this there had been great Differences
between GH)J de Beauchamp Earl of Warwith,
wiom Gavefon vs'd to call the Black Dog of
Arderz, then lately deceas’d, and the Lord Mar-
timer, about ceitain Lands in the Marches of
W%:Ie which were made vp by a Contra&t of
Mamage between Herry de Beauchamp, the Earl
of Warnsck’s Son, and the Lord Mortimer’s
Daughter, which afterwards took effett, the
Blfhop of Hereford writing to the Pope for a
D:fpenfanon on Account of their Affnity.

Foin, Brother to the Lord Rogcr Mortiner,
dcpamng this Life, 4 D. 1318, the latter had
Livery of the Mannors of Bromfgrave and Nor-

1Y
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ton 1n the County ot Woercefler as his next Heir,
Fobs had obtain’d a Graat of them the {ime
Year, in fee Farm paying 1o/ a Year into the
Exchequer. The Lord Acortimer, was now al{}
conftituted Lord Juitice of Ireland a Sccond
time, and raifing Forces in the Marcnes, aflited
Str Fohi de Charlton Lord of Powis, iy right of
liis Wite Hawife, whole Marriage the King had
granted to the Lord AMorsimer, againft Griffith
Uncle to Aawife, who had cntered Powis Lang
with a great Force, and committed Fxceffjve
Spoil.  But the Lord Aitimer obliged him to
fubmit after much Peril, and Trouble, and Re-
ftor'd the Injar’d Knight, and his Lady to the
Peaceable Enjoyment of their Territories, He
Marry’d his Daughter Maud to Fobn, Son apd
Hely' to Sir Jobn de Chavlton and the Lady Hawife,
and had himfelf the Inheritance of certain Lands
given him by them, for the good Gffices he had
done them, asalfo the Forreft of Ucheldre, which
lay coatiguous to his Lordfhipof & cdewyn,

In the Year 1320, He Marry’d his Son R ger
XMortuiner to Fean, Daughter of the Lord E4-
mund Butler of Ireland, and it appears by Dzeds
executed at Wigmore, that all the Lord Zatler's
Caftles, and Lands in Jreland were {ecled on Ro-
Jer the Younger, and his Wifte, and the Heirs
Male of his Body.

By thefe Alliances, and the Additions he had
made to his Fortune, the Lord Mortimer was
now become very Powerful, and began to be
took’d upon as one of the Principal Barons.
As fuch he was courted to joyn with thofe Lords,
who oppos’d the Arbitrary Government of King
Edward, and his new Minion, Hugh Specer the
rounger: Qccafion of Quarrel was €alily taken,

B 2 where
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where fo little caution was obferved in giving
it. But the Pretence made ufe of by the Earl
of Hereford, and the Mortimers was this: A Ba-
von named William Brewes, having walted his
Litate in Wales, ofter'd to fell part of his Inhe-
ritance vo feveral Purchafers, Humphrey de Bobun
Earl of. Hereford, obtain’d leave of the King to
buy it, and bargain’d for it, it lying near his|
own Lands on the Barders: The Lord Mortimer,
and Sir Roger Mortimer his Uncle, for the {ame
reafon contratted alfo for it with Sir Williams
. Brewes:; not knowing any thing of the Earl of !
Heveford’s Bargain: But Hugh Spencer having
Lands alfo in thofe Parts, in right of Eleansr
his Wife, one of the three Sifters, and Coheirs
of Gilbert de Clare Earl of Gloucefter, obtalns a
more Efpecial Leave of the King, and Buys it
out of all their Hands., The Earl of FHereford
complaining to Thomas Earl of Lancafter, Son tQ
the Earl of Lancafter, Uncle to the King, avery
Popular Lord to whom all the Difcontented re-
forted for Refuge s and the Barons meeting at
Shirchurn, enter’d into a Coniederacy againit
Hugh Spencer and his Father; Swearing not to
lay down their Arms till the Spencers were ba-
nifh’d. Inthe mean time the Younger Spencer was
{o far from fearing them,that he gave new occafion
of Offence; for not contented with his third
Part of the Lands, of the late Earl of Gloucefter,
he attempted to poflefs himfelf by Force of the
other two Thirds belonging to his Wives Silter,
and Invaded the County of Glamorgan; Mere
pinzer being Aflifted by the Earl of Hereford,
and Sir Rager his Uncle, oppos’d him, took tis
Caftle of Caerdiff, and fent Sir Geoige Gorges the
Governor, Prifoner to his Caftle of I*V.!gmog:
| G
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He then brought all the Adjacent Country uns
der his Obedience, and afpir'd to a Power, which
began to give the other Barons a Jealoufy of his
Ambition. And not long after pretending, the
Caitle of Clonne with all the Lands_ and Honours
annex’d to them was his; He forcibly entered it,
and took Fealty of the Tenants, tho’ the Lord-
fhip belong’d to Edmund Fitz Allen, FEarl of
Arvndel; whofe Right to it haften’d kis End, as
will be feen hereatter.

The Lord Mortimer, was one of the Lords who
march’d with the Earls of Lancafter, Hercford,
and the Confederated Barons to Londoir, to o-
biige the King to Banifh the Spercers . Thefe Ba-
rons were all cloath’d in Green, except their
Right Hand which was Yellow, to diftingnith
them{elves from the Lords of the Court Party,
or rather the Favourites Faftion, wbhich was
forc’d to fubmit; and the King by an Edi,
Publifi’d in Weflbminfter- ball, by the Earl of Here-
ford;, Bamib’d the Spewcers the Kingdom. The
Confcderated Barons, notwithftanding this
Succels could not long maintain their Ground,
yet they obferv’d no meafures with the Court,
fhutting the Queen out of the Caltle of Zeeds
in Nent, where fhe would have lodg’d, which
made her and all her Friends their Enemies.
Whether (he had taken the Lord Afortimer into
that Number, then or not, we do not find in
Hiltory, but ’tis certain fhe was fo provok’d at
this Affront, that ‘twas at her Ieftigation the
King broke the Agrecment with the Barons,
took the Caltle of Leeds, and march’d with an
Army againit them,

The
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The Lord Mortimer now left the Confederate
Lords, and fell in with the Court Party, one of
the Chief of which was Aymer dc Valence, Earl of
Pembroke, a Man of more Reputation than Parts,
of more Quality than Merit,and 'tis faid it was by
his Pcrfwafions and Promifes that the two Afor-
timers left the Barons Side, and Embrac'd the
Favourites who were return’d to Court: Where
however, the Lord Pembroke had fo lictle Credir,
he could not preveat the fending both the Aor-
timers to Prifon, The Younger Spencer, never
forgave the Oppofition he had met with from
the Lord Roger Mortimer in JWales, and had he
not got out of his Power by a Stratagem, his
Life had paid for’e.

The manner of his Efcape out of the Tower,
where he was confin’d, is varioufly relaten:
Some Authors tell us that Queen /fabella, began
to look favourably on him, that the convey'd a
Sleepy mixture into the Warders Wine, brib'd
ghe Man who was appointed to oblerve him,
and thos he paft the Guards. Others who feem
to have lcfs of Romince in their Relation,
Write that he himfelf being inform’d, the two
Spencers refolv'd to ave him Executed for High-
Treafon, made an Entertainment for Siv Stephen
de Segrave, then Conftable of the Tower, gave
him a Dofe which had- the fame Effc& on him,
the Wine is faid to have had on his Warders,
and getting out of his Room by the help of a
Cord, and the Afiiftance of Gerard de ljpath,
His Immediate Keeper, he found means to con-
vey himfelf not only out of the Tower, but out
of the Kingdoms to the Court of France, whither
the Qneen had been fent to Accommodate mat-

-ers with her Brother Charles the Fair, who had
- feiz'd
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{feiz’d on Part of King Edways Territories
there, for the King’s refufing to do him Homage,
TheQueen fucceeded fo well in her Negotiations,
that the Difference was made up, vpop Conditiog
her Son Edward, Prince of Wales. {hould have
the Dutchy of Aguitam allign’d him, and 4o
Homage for it According| y he was feqg
and was moft welcome to his Mother, who fad

: Lover and her Son,

Mortimer’s Favours from the Queen were tog
vifible to be kept a Secret > and the Affronts fhe
bad receiv’d from the Spercers, made her the
more {ofceptible of the ] Impreflions Aortingey
might give her of them. Her Love to hi was
fuflicient to haye animated her againft his Epe.
mies. But fhe had alfo a Quarrel of her own,
and a Spirit as wel] prepar’d for Vengeance, a5
Liofe that hated the Minions could wifh_

The Spencers, as all Favourites are apt to do,
thought themfelves fo well fettled in their pg;.
niftry, by the King’s Friendfhip, that they
kept no Terms, even with the Queen, w
they treated with Negle&t and Difdaip - They
leflen’d her Atrendance agd Maintenance, They
fent her to Framee ip ap il] tHumounr, wi
Equipage and fhort Allowance, believing them.
felves in full Security, Suh Men, fays Sir Ro.
bert Howard, [y conflaintly guided by pleafing Weah.
weffes, might ut difcern the Queen might be 4 dan.
gerous Tnflyusnent ¢ Eniploy, that had been [y dif-
0blig’d ;  hut Commonly thofe that dp Injuries, are the
leaft apprebenfive that they will be remember 4 - Or

P
Commenly bn@fng no fear of Ibajé tbey opprej}, ﬂ)t’)’
nver confider the future paflibility of Revenge, By
if they apprebeiid Damiage in the Oueen’s gomg,

yer
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yet they chofe the leaft Eusl, notbing appearing fo

tervible, as parting with the King.
The Share Adortimer had 1n the futire Revos

lution, made it ncceffary for us to give this
Light into the Cavles of it. As foon as the
King and his Favourites knew he had made his
efcape, after a diligent, tho’ fruitlefs Search for
him, Orders were immediately difpatch’d to the
Governour of Guicune, and Conftable of Bour-
deaux, to fieze and confine him if he was found
within their Jurifdi&tions. The like Precepts
were fent to all the Sheriffs of England, and
Bailiffs of the Sea-Ports. Hue and Cry was
al{o raisd to take him dead or alive; for the
Minions dreaded his A&ivity, Ambition and
Refentment 5 efpecially now by the Queen’s Fa-
vour he had an Accefs of Power, which con-
fidering how much their Male-Adminiftration
had broken the King’s Intereft, was like to be
more than a Match for their own. When they
could not get him into their Poflellion, they
exercis’d their Revenge on his Family, fhutting
up his Wife and Children 1n Skipton-Caftle in
Craven, depriving her of the Attendance of her
Domefticks, allowing her only one Woman, 2
Gentleman, a Laundrels, Groom and Page;
which is taken notice of by Hiftorlans as a great
Punifhiment ¢ The Court of fuch Ladies being |
< much crouded as Princeflcs are now. Fobw
de Ripre was Conftable of the Caftle, and was,
allow’d no more than a Mark a-day for her
and her Servants Subfiftence, as well in her
Journey as her Confinement. For her Cloaths
Dugdale is fo particular, as to mention her
Albowance of Ten Marks a Year only. Hoer

Danghters were confin’d <o feveral Nunperics,
and .
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and nothing but Difgrace and Ruin threaten’d
the whole Family of Mortimer : When, by a
fudden Turn, it rofe again in the Fortune of
this Lord ; and not many Reigns after, pro-
duc’d an Heir to the Crown of England.

'Tis the Nature of Favourites, in Fear to
attempt to preferve themfelves, rather by Cru-
elty than Moderation. Loath they dre to hum.
ble themfelves to others, while they have the
Prince in Subjeftion s and Mortimer being thus
a-new provok’d by the Spencers, and encourag’d
by his Miftrefs's Smiles, put her, as foon as (he
had her Son with her, on contriving how to
right her felf and him by Force. The Bithop
of Exeter, who attended the Prince to France,
difcoverd their Intrigues, and inform'd the
King of it, having fecretly left the Court of
France for that purpofe. The Queen and Prince
were prefently {ummon’d into Eugland ; but as
$iv Robert fays in his Hiftory, She was ftay’d by
the mioft powerful Caufes, Love and Revenge : For
fbe that now feens’d free from all Ties to ber King
and Husband, plac’d ber loofe Affeltions on Roger
Mortimer: She knew England could neither be fafe
to ber, wnor bim whom fbe lov’d as ber [elf 5 and
therefore refolv’d to truft to any Thing vather thais
ber Husband and the Spencets.

I have feen fome Hiftories which do not agree
entirely with this; informing us that Mo7timer
did not efcape out of the Tower by Stratagem;
but by the Mediation of his Unkle, Sir Koger
Mortimer, who had made his Peace with the
Spencers, But the beft Hiftorians relate the
tact as I have dones and ’tis more¢ likely that
he fled to Frasce to fave his Life, than to follow
the Quneen, who had not yet difcover’d that

> guilty
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onifty Hatred to her Husband, and Paflion for
himfelf. For her Difobedience flic and the
Poince were declar’d Enemies to the Kingdom :
It beirg the conftant Stile of Favourites to de-
noniinate their own Encmics the Kingdoms,
Thus the beft Friends 1t has, often lie under
that wicked Appellation; and the highelt Qua-
lity cannot fecore thofe who are hated by Men
in Favour, from the lgnominy of Trcafon, All
that adher’d to the Queen and Prince werc ba-
nifh’d, by Proclamation thro’ all the Counties
of Ei:li:d, And roool. Reward was promi-
fed to any one that fhonld bring the Body of
Mousinier dead ov alive. ,
The difaffecied Lovds in Fruce, to enflame
the Queen tae more, frighten hcr with a Plot
to murcher ber and the Prince.  "Tis certain the
Fing and his Minions were treating with the
Freneh King to deliver up his Sifter, her Gallant,
Mortimer, and all the Eaglfh Noblemen who
had reforted to her. Among whom were Ed-
mund, Earl of Keat, the King's Brother, who
had been fent to Gafeoigie to defend that Pro-
vince, before the Accominodation, and Aymes
Exl of Pesislroke.  The Queen, to prevent her
Brother's intended Treachery, flies with her
Paramour, the Lord Adrtimer, and her Fol-
lowers, tothe Count of Haynauit for Proteétion,
to whofe Daoghter Phiippa fhe contraéted her
Son, and procur’d Affitance from him and the
Count of Holland, both of Mcn and Money, to
return to Ewgland and remove the Spemcers from
the Miniftry.  Thus fupply’d, fhe f{er fuil with
her belova Mortimer 5 and landing at Harwich,
was joyn’d by {everal Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poial, Knisits, Gentlemen and otlicrs, Whicrh
0
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Which fo allarm’d the King and his Miutons,
that they fled ro the Weff, and were followed
by the Queen and her Army, which was now
too ftrong for them. At Oxford the Bilhop of
Hereford preach’d on that Text, A%y Hezd ateth,
my Head aketh ; and his Application had in it
more cxecrable Dociiine, than cver was utter’d
betore our late Schilmatical Regicides, The
Bithop of Lincoln, and the Clergy, declar’d alfo
for the Queen: and pot a \Word of Paflive
Obedience or Non Refiftance was heard, to puc
a ftop to hersand the Prince’s Progrefs, The
Queen, to revenge tlic Profcribing Aartimer’s
Head, did the fame by the Spencers, promifing
a Reward of 20co Pounds for the youngcr’s,
In the mean time, the King fled to the lic of
Lusdy n the Sewern-Sca, and thence o Gly-
movganflire, where he hid himfelf in the Abbey
of Neath, the prefent Refidence of Sir Humphry

. Mackworth, whofe lace Misfortunes have broughg
. fuch Difhonour to bis Namc. Here he was
- fometime after furpriz’d and deliver’d to Heary,
. Earl of Lancafler, Son of Thamas, whom he had

beheaded. This Earl brought him and the

- youngcr Speicer to the Queen at Hercford, where
. {he kept her Court,  And here Speircer the Son,
Barl of Cloocefter, was hang'd, as his Father,
" Larl of 17chefber, had been before at Briffol,

Bere st was alfo that tiic Earl of Arundi! wag
beheaded, by the Procureient of the Lord M.
tisier ; who, as we have alrcady faid, Lod pofs
feft himfelf of his Cagtle of Closize & It being an
old Prad&ice in Favourites, to make Riches Ciie
minal, when they cover or want them.  The
fame Fate, and at the inftigation or Aortimer,

L

¢z had
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had two other Barons, Dangle and Michelder of
the King’s Party.

Now it was that this Lord govern’d the
Queen’s AffeCtions and Affairs, Honours and
Places are heap’d upon him, and the beft Fa-
milies in England court his Alliance. He was
made Governour of Denbergh-Caftle 5 and when
Prince Edward was elefted King in the room of
his Father, among the Knights that were made
at the new King’s Coronation, were his three
Sons, Edmund, Roger and Feffrey. His Daugh-
ters were marry’d to the Sons of the greateft
Barons: As Beatrix, to Edward, Son of Thomas
de Brotherton Earl of Norfolk, Marfhal of England,
and the King’s llncle; and Agnes to the Son and
Heir of the Lord Haftings.

We find that this extraordinary Revolution
was approv’d of by the Spiritual as well as
Temporal Barons: Sir Robert Howard tells it
thus: ¢ It was adjudg’d that Edward II. was no
* lenger Rt to wear the Crown; and for his
¢ Malc- Adminiftration of the Royal Anthority
¢ was therefore depofed, and his Son to be ele-
* &ed King, To this the Bifhops confented,
¢ and the Arch-Bifhop ot Canterbury preach'd on
* the occafion, choofing a proper Text, Pox Po-
“ puli, Vox Dei, 1 fhall continue my Hiftory in
the Words of the fame honourable Author
* The Queen now with her beloved AMortimer,
* with the Advice of her Great Counfellor .Adam
“ de Orlton, Bilhop of Hereford, affam’d the Ex-
* ercife of all Power, and quickly fhew'd what 2
“ counterfeit Sorrow for her unfortunate Hul-
* band fhe try'd to difguife her felf iny for fhe
* now allow’d him but 100 Marks a-Year, whii¢
* ‘he procur’d a Third Part of the Revenuf Eo
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¢ be fettled on her {elf ; and Aortimer, the worft
¢ of Men, by her guilty Paffion, feem’d to reign,
¢ Bot in a little time his A&tons met with that
¢ juft Panifhment that was due to them. He
was fo confcious of his own Guilt, that he got
a Pardon to be paft, for his breaking Prifon and
other Offences in the preceding Reign. Danie}
obferves, That to uphold this Change, an Ex-
pedition was undertaken for Scotland.  The Seots
were advanc'd as far as Stanbope-Park : The En-
glifh Army was thrice as numerous ; yet, fays
the Hiftorian, by the Treafon of iome great
Men, the Enemy efcap’d, and nothiag was done.
Which Treafon is chiefly 1mputed to Afortimer,
whom the Queen now doated on fo much, that
the refus’d to fee her Husband. She bad been [
poffeft by a fond Paffion for Mortimer, {ays Sir Ro-
bert, that all Duty and Vertue were long before [1-
erific’d to that Idol . and bey Husband was as much
ber Apprebenfion as Averfion. Mortimer alfo as
wickedly Fealous, thought himfelf never fafe while
the King liv'a, wor could they be ignorant of the
Murmurs agamft toeir feandalous Courfe of Life,
and that thz bard Ufage of the King proceeded from
thence 5 which urg'd them to the cruel Opinion, that
bis Death was thewr only Security. -Accordingly it
was foon after effe@ed at Berkley-Caftle, by the
Lord AMatrevers and Sir Taowas Geurney 5 who,
tho’ they did 1t by Commiffion, thought them-
felves not fate while they were in England,

There was nothing now to difturb the Queen
and her Minion in the Enjoyment of their law-
lefs Loves and Power, Mortimer was made an
Earl, and he took the Marches of Wales for his
Ticle, which gave rife to the Royal Earldom
of March, it being afterwards in the Crown, as

on
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on the Advancement of Edward 1V, who def-
cended from this Mortimer, to the Throne. 1
have feen a Fragment of Ben Fobufon's, wherein
Mortimer is introduc’'d fpeaking on his being
created an Earl: and there is fomeching in the
Soliloqui which is worth remembring,

This Rifz ismade, yet ! and we now ftand vank’d,
Toview about us, all that were above vs !
Noughe hinders now our Profpect, all are even,
We walk upon a Level.  Adortomer

s a great Lord of late, and a new Thing.

At what adivers Price do divers Men

A& the fame Things! Another might have had
Perhaps the Hurdle, or at leaft the Ax,

For what [ have this Coronet, Robes and Wax,
There is a Fate that flies with tow’ring Spirits
Home to the Mark,and never checks at Confcience, .
Poor plodding Priefts, and preaching Fryers may
Their hollow Pulpits,and their empty Ifles (make
Of Churches ring with that round Word : But we
That draw the {ubtle and more piercing Atr,

In that fublimed Region of a Court, -

Know all 15 good we make {o, and go on
Secur’d by the Profperity of ouar Crimes.

To Day is Mortimer made Earl: For what ?
For that, &e.

As hisEftate before his Creation was not great,
however e had encreas'd it, anfwerable to his
new Title, he gets good Grants apace, as In-
Confideration of a Promife of 1dco /. a Year
from the King, a Grant in Fce of the Caltles of
Denbigh, Ofwaldeftre, Shrawerdyine and Clowie:, with
the Minaors of Ryton, Wioxefire, and Coiede, in
Shroshire 5 the Mannor of Chpping- Norton 1l

Oxford-
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Oxfordfiive : As alfo other Caltles, Mannors and
Lands, which had been the late Farl of Arundel’s,

who was, as has been faid, put to Death by his
Procorement,

He was at this time at the heighth of his For.
tunie, the Objet of vmiverfal Hatred and Envy.
Thofc that courted him for his Favour, abhor.
ting him for his Cruelty and Ambition, He
was not content with the Title of Earl of the
Marcnes, he got himfelf to be made Fuftice of all
Wales, vefolving that his own Country fhould
be one of the chief Scencs of his Pride. ~ He had
the Vanity to imitate the Britifh Kings, and held
a Round Table at Bedford.  Tlhe King taking a
Progrefs into the Marches, fo order’d, perhaps,
to give his Mother the Pleafure of viewing a
Territory of which her Lover was Lord; _here
Hort:mer magnificently treated the whole Court
in his Cattles of Zudlow and Wigmore, as aifo ip
his Foreftsand Parks. He was befides ata great
Lxpence in Tilts and other Exercifes, for which
he did not think the King made him dve Returps.

Indecd, the young Monarch had recejy’d fome
evil Impreflions of him from thofe who wifh'd
well to their Country ; as the Farls of Exetey
and Leiceffer, the Lord Mountacute, Siv Roboys
Holland, Sir Thomas de la More, and others, The
latter was a Knight of Gloucefterfbire, and wrote
the Life of Edward 11, whofe Servart he had been,
Mortemer being thus pofleft of the Queen’s bound-
lefs Favour, of vaft Revenues, and abfolote Pow.
¢r, grew intollerably Proud, giving Occafion of
Difcontent to the Ancient Nobility by his Beha.
viour and Miniftry.

His own Family was fo difgufted at his Pride,
that "tis faid his Son Jeffry 160'd him The King of

Folly,

1328,
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Folly. He kept another Round Table in Wales,
thinking he had as much Right to the Honours, as
the Authotity of the Kings of Britain. The {ame
Year, at a Parliament held at Nortbamptor, his
Intereft was fo great, that an infamous Peace
was made with the Scots, and a Sum of Money
taken by the Qneen and him, for which the Scofs
Homase was t:aiteroufly deliverd up, as was
likewife the Bl«ck Crofs, which King Edward |,
brought out of Scotlznd from the Abbey of Scone;
where it had been long depofited as a molt va.
Inable Relick, withthefe were deliverd Ragniai
. Roleand many ancient Jewels and Monuments,
 Mortimer looking on Edmund, Eatl of Kent, the

King’s Uncle, as an Obftacle to his ambitious
Defigns, had him try’d and condemn’d at a Par-
liament held at Finchefter the fame Year, for
contriving, as it was pretended, his Brother Ed-
ward 1I’'s Reftoration, tho’ without any manner
of Proof or Probability; but the Majority of
thofe two Parliaments were on his fide, and he
ftuck at nothing to fecure himfclf in his high Sta.
tion, to fatisfie his Pride, or glut hic Revenge,
But this hated Majority was of no long conti
nuance ; and the Favourite Mortimer was become
fo Imperious and (nfolent, fo Covetous and Cruel,
the Barons could no longer bear his Tyranny:
A1 the Treafure of England was at his Command,
and he wafted it on him{elf and his Creatures:
For his Avarice had a mixture of Profufion, and
he was always [iberal enough when 1t was to
ferve his Pride or his Vanity. Henry, Earl of
Lancafter, Brother to Earl Thomas who was be-
headed in the laft Reign, was the Firft Prince of
the Blood, and the Kingdom began to be unealie

to find he had no fhiare in the Government, tho'
tlie
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the Parliament that ¢le&ed the King had appoint.-
‘ed him to be Chief of the Minifters, who were
to have the Adminiltration under the Queen du-
ring the King’s Minority ; bim 24ortimer intend-
ed te deal with as he had dealt by the Earl of
Kent  but the Earl of Lancafter got Information
of his Purpofe, and made his efcape. ortimer
follows him, taking with him the young King,
whom he oblig'd to ride 24 Miles in one Day
after his Kinfman, at which the King was very
much difpleas’d 3 and it made way for the terrible
Revolution which happen’d to the Favourite.
Favourites have generally taken too much care
to improve their good Fortune, by acquiring Gifts
and Grants of their Mafters: And thofe that
have done it too haflily, or too profufely, have
never fail'd to draw on themfelves the Ruia
which attends fuch undeferv'd Acquifitions. AMoy-
timer continu’d to gt more and more of the
Crown and other Lad's into his Pofleffion, having
obtain'd Grants g
Of the Caftle and Mannor of é in Worcefter-
Hemtley, the Chaces of Malwern > (bire and Gloy-
and Corfe cefter fhire,
The Town of Wiche, in Worcefterfhive,
The Caftle of Clifford, and Mannor of Glafebury,
which had been the younger Spencers.
The Caltle of Trim in Ireland to himfelf and
his Wife, with ample Privileges.
The Territory of Danabmaine in lreland, with
large Jurifdi&ion.
Bis Son Jeffry had alfo a Grant of Dosaysgton.
Caltle, in Lescefterfhire.
The Mannors of Lethdale and Sodyngtone, in
Gloucefterfhire, |
The Mannor of Woking, in Surréy,
Byeby and Caftre, in Lincolufbire,
B ﬂprE;’?'ﬂ:;
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Afbburs, in the Peak of Derby.
Ryhile, 1n Rutlandfhire.,
And Kmeley, in Wiltfhire, which was the
Fitate of the King's Uncle, the late Earl of Kens,
We may by this obfcrve, that ne thirfted as
much after the Poflcflions, as the Blood of thofe
whom he had caus’d te be put to Death; as the
Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Gloucefter and Earl
of Kent. Tothefe Grants were added thofe
Of the Wapentake of Ryfely, in Derbyfhire.
The Wapcntake of Plumtree and dlreton, in
voifolk,
The Mannor of Refeby, in Lesceflesfhive.
And Drayton, in the County of Northamipton,

Such Territories as thefe, gotten by fuch
means, could not but provoke both Barons and
Commons ; and it was impoflibic he could hold
them long, when fo many had been injur’d and
offended by his obtaining them, His paternal
Eltate had been very indifferent ; his Alliance
not very extraordinary ; nor his Family much
talk’d of : To rife {o faft, and without having
meriied it by his Service, was of it felf enoogl
to fet the Nobility againft him ; and the Queen’s
boundlefs Favour, his unreafonable Grants,
the Pride of bis Nature, and his Contempt of
thofe he had humbled, gave them an Opporty-
nity to encrecafe the publick Odmm againft him,
and fecretly to work his overthrow, | have feen
a Tragedy dedicated to the late Earl of Rommey,
entitled, The Fall of Mortimer; which, though
written by a mean Pen, has, howevm touch’d
upon fome Parts of the Story, in a manner that
recommends it to the Reader, As where the
Lord Montacute heCtors him, and tells him ;

Ld.
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{ d. Montacute. Thy Terrors luft on me.
{ ook big upon thofe Baftard Englifbmen,
Who tamely yield their Rights and Charters up,
And fwear to pick a Parliament ;
Shall fell our Freedoms, Perfons and Eftates,
To gain a fhort-liv’d Smile,

They probably imay dread thee.
And i1 another Place

Siv Rob, Holland, He’s rather a Meteor of {ome
( Exhalation,
Rais’d by the Sulphurcous Vapours of the Earth,
Which borrowing of a Blaze from real Ligats,
Attracts the Eyes of Fools to gaze on It.
And,
Sir T. De le Move. \Where now is Right, to
( whom fhall we appeal 2
The Queen has plac’d the Pow’r on Mortimer,
Whillt the Laws Edge is ground but on one fide,
The Man that dares refleét on his Proceedings
Is fercight befet and fworn 1nto fome Plot,
His Life or Fortunes fiez’d, itmay be both.
furies and witneiles are kept in Pay.
W hich have agreed his Ruin ¢’ct he’s hedrd,

Ld. Mount. \Whar are our Princes, what the
( Nobles now ?

Are they not Vaffals to this dpftart’s State?
No more the Fame of our Nobility
Be cali’d to Mind, Tc.—

King. Rife DelaMore, for | will he my felf,
And this Ufurper March fhall down to Hell.
All fpare the Trec,whole Branches ferve as Shade,
Till the fpread Mifchicf kills the under-Plants
Then ev'ry Man affits to feil it down:
5o this ColofJus of the Englhifts L,
Under whofe Legs the talleft Ships muft pafs,
Fer they pain Ha: bour fhll to Seas be busl’d,

And in their Botiom find a Monument, |
D 2 Tho'

o
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Tho® the Poets Genius be not anfwerable to
the Subjeét, yet there’s fomething in his Scenes
refembling the Character of Mortimer, whofe Life
| write, and is very well worth preferving, The
Lord Mountacute, whom the Poet makes to {peak,
was Sir Willians de Mountacute, whom Edward 111
employ'd to liexe Mortimer,

When, after his faithful Counfellors had re-
prefented to him the Difhonour he brought on
himfelf and his People, heorder’d him to be ap-
prehended in the GCaftle of Nottingham, in the
Year 132¢9. At which time a Parliament was held
in that Town. His Power was fo exceflive, that
'twas thought the moft prudent way to fecure
his Perfon firft, and then Impeach him 1n Parlia-
ment. The Perfon entrufted with this Commif-
fion, was the above-mention’d Sir Wiilliam de
Mountacute, who took to his Afliftance Sir Hum-
phry de Bobun, Siv Ralph de Stafford, Sir William de
Clinton, Sir Fobn Newille, Sir Willtam Eland, and
others, who in the dead time of the Night got
into the Caftle by a way under ground, which
paft thro’the Rock, with Stairs up to tlic Keep,,
and it is ftill on Account of this Adventure call'd
Afortimer’s Hole, By this Paflage they enter’d
a Room that was contiguous to the Queen’s A-
partment, where the King expeted them., whom
they left there; and entring the Queen’s Bed-
Chamber, found her and Mdortimer ready to go
to Bed. They fiez’d Adortimer immediately, and
leading him ont, the Queen follow'd, crying Bell
Fills ayes pitic du gentil Mortimer, Good Son take
pity on gentle Mortimer ; for fheimagin’d the King
her Spn was among them. This was not done
withont Bloodfhed, according to Knighton; who
writes, That Mortimer having with him Henry,Bl-
ihop of Lincoln, and fome others, they made Re-
S filtance
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fiftance, wherein two of Mortimes’s Dependants
and Creatures were Kill'd, as Sir Hugh de Tur-
pliton, Steward of the King's Houfe, and obn de
Monmouth 5 for which Sir William de Mountacupe
had afterwards a Pardon. The fiezing of Aor-
timer had not been fo ealy, had it not been
done by Surprize; for he always had about 200
Knights and Gentlemen, befides inferiour Ser-
vapts, attending on him. |

As foon as he was fiez'd, his Adherents and
Followers, of which the Town of Nottingham
was full, had the fame Fate; among thefe were
his Sons Sir Edmund and Sir Feéffry Mortinier who
were all fent to London under a Guard, and therc
kept in Cuftody till the Parliament met, Pre-
cepts were iff’d out for fiezing ail his Caftles,
Lands and Mannors ; a Commiiflion was granted
to Sir Fobn de Kingflon and others, to takean [n-
ventory of all his Treafures and Goods, except
what was 11 his Wife’s Wardrobe, for the vle of
her felf, her Children and Servants.

When the Parliament met, they took fromthe
Queen all her large Dower, and allow’d her on-
ly a Penfion of 10001, a-Year. Several Articles
were exhibited againit Morvemer » As that be pro-
cvi’d the late King’s Death s, was Author of the Scots
Ffeape at Stanhope- Park, corrupted with the Gift of
20000 L. that be procur’d the Marriqge and Peate with
Scotland, fo difbcnourable to the King and King-
dom 5 that he confum’d the King’s Treafure, befides
all that was taken from the Spencers : that be bad
been too familiar with the Oueen s that be bad yot the
vicoeft Wardfhips in England ; and bad been an Ewil
Counellor to the King. The King commanded the
Barons to confider of thefe Articles, and to give
Judgment; which they did, finding Aortimer
guilty of all of them; and Sentence was pro-

nounc'd
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sounc’d againft him to die as a Traytor ; pur-
{uant to which he was hang’d, drawn and quar-
ter’d, at the Common-Gallows, then calld The
Elms, in Weft-Smytbfield, where his Body remain’d
two Days, as an opprobrious Spectacle for al
Beholders. Upon which Icannot omit relating
Reflz¢tion of that judicious Biftorian Daniel 5 Such
were the tragical and bloody Returns thofe ambitsous
Supplanters of others got by exchange of the time.

Mortinzer's Body, when it had hung thus two
Days, was taken down, and bury’d at Grey-Fryers
in London, but many Years after tranflated to
Wigmore, *Tis remarkable, that Judgment, Sen-
tence, and Execution, pafs’d on this Earl without
being heard, as had been pradtis’d 1a the times
when he was Mafter, againft the Speicers and the
Earl of Kent, iu whofe Death it was notorioufly
known, he himfelf had the greateft Hand.

Nec lex eft jufbior vllz
Quam necis Artifices arte persre fua.

Such was the Fate of a Miniffer and Favourite,
+he Firft of the Houfe of Mortiner, which owes
its Grandure to him: For, notwithftanding his
Great: were refum’d, fo much was either reftor’d
to his Son, or left of his Lands to him and his
Mother, that Edmund, the Grandfon of this Lord
Movtimer, marry’d Philippa, Daughter to Lioie
[inke of Clarence, by whom he had Roger, Lord
Afortimer, and Earl of March, proclaim’d Herr
to the Crown by Richard 1. Which Roger had a
Davghter nam’d Anne, marry’d to Richard Earl
of Camiridge, Son of Edmund of Langley, Duke of
York Grand-father of Edward iV. King of England:
And thus came the Name of Mortimer ally’d to
the Imperial Crown of this Kiagdom, after the
firft Farl of it had come to fo ignominions anEnd,
a5 to die the Death of a common Malefa&or, as

2‘orcfaid. THE
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KO BERT
Earl of Oxford, &c

Favourite to Richard the Second,

;, WAS the fame Book, Sir Robert Howard’s
l Reflections, &', put me op writing this

Life, as gave me the Hint of the laft,

The Family of De Vere, who for aboye Twenty
Generations were Farls of Oxford, are of no
older Date in England, than the Conqueft : and
the firft of them who is taken notice ¢! in Hifto-
UV, was Aubrey de Peve, in Ring Srephen's and
Henry the 1Ps time: He was g famous Lawyer,
and for his Day a Man of cminent Learping, The
De Vercs make, however, no great Figure in the

Englifh Hiftory, till the furprizing Rife of Rojert
De Vere, whofe Life I fhall atrem pL to write,

He was the Son of Thomas De Vere, the 8th
Earl of Oxford, of this Family, and born in ghe
Year 1362, the 37th of Edward 111, fo that he
Was but three Years elder than King Richard 11
on to Edward the Black Prince, and Grapdfog

and
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nd Jeir to Ring Edward 111, Tho’ the Parlia
ment had appointed Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of
Warwick, to be Tutor to the King, yet the young
Farl of Oxford, and fome other Lords of diffo.
lute Life, fo won upon his Affeftions, that he
early gave himfelf up to their Government, and
foon made his own unealie to his People.

De Vure was hiph in the King's Favour in the
6th Year of his Reign, 4. D. 1383. when he
made Proof of his Age, did Homage, and had
Livery of his Lands given him. His Marriage
had been granted by King Edward I, to Ingel-
vam Earl of Bedford, to the intent that he migh
take to Wife Philippa, Daughter to that Earl,
which he did accordingly 5 and even while he was
in Ward, he had 100/ a Year allow’d him; for
his better Support, out of the Exchequer,  King
Richard, who lov’d him to Excefs, and thought he
could never do too much before, gave him a
Grant of the Eftate of Fobn de Coupeland, and the
Caftle of Queenborough in Kent. Indeed his In.
fluence was fo great in all that King's Admini-
ftration, that he conld do what he pleas'd.
Thofe that Mar'd the King’s Aftectionsand Pow-
ér with him, were Newille, Archbifhop of Tork,
Michael de la Poole, aCitizen’s Son, Earl of Suf-
folk, Sir Robert TFrefilian, Lord Chief Juftice, and
Sic Nicholas Bramber, Alderman of London : Of
thefe Sir Robert Foward fays, The Earl of Oxtord
feem’d the befb, as hardly be could do othetmwife, being
fet with fuch Foils, And a little after, The firf
Teftimony that thefe fbew'd of their Animofsties againf
the Methods of a juft Minifter, was the difplacing
Sir Richard Scrope, Lord Chancellor, who in al
things us'd an impartial Uprightviefs, which was ay
Gffence to their loofe and partial Defigns.  But they
- éid not anly [karpes the Kinig's Nature againfe Mo

y t



(33 )

it point of Offices and Employments, but againft their
Lives. There are [cldom, continues he, any ex-
tream Procecdings s a Government, but there are
deprav'd Perfons enough in all Conaitions, ieady to
fwim with the Stream, and take the Beneft: of any
fide of Fortune, For when Mifchicf is tobe prati.s'd,
Corvuption is the Confequence 5 and thure ke always
thofe ready, whom no Confideration ballances i ther
Natures, with the Height of Fonours and Beicfits,
During their carelefs Miniftry, the Fronchinfult-
ed the Coafts, and landed at Dover, Hinchiljea,
Haftings, and even at Gravefend, 'The Rabble
provok’d by many Exactions, rofe under Fobi
Ball, a fatious Prieft, of lefs Infamy than one
with whofe Name 1 will not difhonour this Bi-
ftory. And tho’ the King aund his Favourites
were in much Danger from this Rebellion, yet
after it was fuppreft, neither he nor they feem'd
to have any Difpofition to redrefs the People’s
Grievances, Oxford, and his other Minions, both
feard and bated any Men of Fonowr and Quality
that might bave Intereft to crofs their Defsgns.  1he
Favourites flufh’d wich their Succefs over the Re-
bels, affum’d new Titles and Dignities, and par-
ticolarly Robert de Pire, Earl of Oxford, viascrea-
ted Marquis of Dubliz,  Oa his and his Frieads
Promotion to new Honours, Truffel reficcts thus.
They grew in Hate, as they did in Honotr, for maiyy
of Ancient Nobility did fomach theii undeferv'd Ad-
vancemncit, and with thefe the Vates of the ['conle
genevally wene.  However, the Earlof Oxfurd, as
if he took a picafure in encreafing the Hatred
and Envy of his Enemies, and did it on purpofe
to mortific them. a few Months after got iim-
{elf to be created Duke of Jfrelzad, To accom-
pany thefe Honours, the Caltle of Okcham in Rut-
lzadfbire, and all the Foreft of Rutlamnd, were

E given
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eiven him ; as alfo the Caftle, Mannor, and Bur-

rough of Barnftable ; the Mannors of Fremingham,

Fefracomb, Comb-Martin, South-Moulton, FHoldf-

worthy, Nemel-Bow, Bovy-Tracy, Holne, Derting-

ton, Kingfton, Bﬁackde;::f Q}ang-ﬂcre; and all the
ele

Lands of Fames de Andelesgh, in the Counties of
Coruwall, Deyonflhire, and Somerfet.  But not con-

tent with this, he had the Arrogance and Indif-
cretion to procure the moft vnaccountable Grant
that ever Prinice gave his Subject, being no lefs
than the Lands and Dominlon of a whole King-
dom, that of Ireland, which were given him, with
all tie Profits, &c. as amply, and 1n as full extent,
as the King bimfelf oupbt to bave the {ame. WNort
did even all this bound his Ambition and Ava-
tice; for Charles d¢ Blois, who laid Claim to the
Dutchy of Brerzgme, and had been long a Pri-
foner in Englend, was, tho a profeflt Enemy to
the Houle of Adontfort, then in Pofleffion of that
Dutchy, and under the Protetion of England,
fer at Liberty on paying 30000 Marks to the
Duke of Ireland, with which ’twas pretended he
was to raife and pay soo Horfe and roeo toot
n Jreland 5 the King promifing not oaly to
fend him thither, but that he fhouold ftay there.
The Parliament confented to this Donation, be-
ing very willing to purchaic at any Rate the Ab-
{fence of fo dangerous a Minifter. The Parlia-
ment bad before got the Earl of Suffolk remov’d -
but they were {carce broke up, before both the
Duke of freland and Suffulk retirn’d to Court,
and reign’d there more abfolutely than cver.
All the great Lords, who had been inftrumental
in their removal, were difcarded. The Favou-
rites and their Faction engroft once more the
Royal Authority, leaving only the Name to the
fing, and torn’d out every Body that had ap-

pear’d
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pear’d for the King’s true Service and the Good
of thetr Country. Upon which Sir Robert has
this Refle@ion; Thislook’d like the fecble Policy of
violent and [elf-interefred Counfellors, which was ap-
ply’d to Men and not to Things 3 as if the removal
of thofe that oppos’d thesr Defsgns, took amay the
Danger that attended them,  As leng as there were
injurd Men, they muft have Enenues, and their
Safety was no way probable, but by better Princtples
and Practices, The Men who manag’d all, now
thefe were difgrac’d, were, as had been {aid, the
Earl of Oxford, the Chancellor, and the Arch-
bifhop of Terk: who, fays Sir Robert Howard,
joyn'd with them to firengthens their Power, and
weaken their Kings, What follows will, I am
fure, be welcome to the Reader, coming from
fo excellent a Pen : They that bad Influence enough
to make a Prince believe their Caufe to be bis, might
eafily carry him on to vevenge thofe Affronts be now
affur’d to be his own,  To this belongs the [ame Eate
that attends indire(? and wiffeady Councils,  They
mufs be maintain’ad Uy the Oppreffieir or Ruin of thofe
that [uffer’d by them, and no seafure taken for the
Preferyation of any, but thesrs that mcrited the Pu-
nifhment, The Argument that was and muft be us’d
to deceive Princes, was then enforc’d by thefe Fa-
vourite-Minifters; That the Arrows {notat them
were intended againit the Prince; and "twas but
a Method of Rebellion, to confine a King on
whom to confer his Favour. Aud therefore to
avoid the Difhonour of a Limsted Monarchy, be mufe
1now ufe Power, &c.

About this time the Earls of Arunde] and Not-
imgham perform’d {o many brave Actions abroad
againft the French, that all Mouths were flled
with juft Praifes, The King only excepted, {avs my
fonowrable Author, to whom Satisfaftion dhz ;Haﬂ
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belong,  For at their veturn they found fo cold a Re-
- ceptivn from bim, that it feem’d they were rather for-
given for Mifdemeanonrs, than vecei’d for Mevits,
The firangenefs of bis Words told too plainly that pub-
lich Mevit loft 1ts Natnre, when the defert was in the
Evemies of bis Favourites,  How much more Lrmited,
continues hE., 5 a4 Kfﬂg b)' ﬂf.‘:b a5 conﬁﬂe bim to
their narvow Intereft 2 He muft neithey reward Ver-
tue, sor puntfh Vice: His beft and braveft Subjedts
muft not be effeen’d, nov bis Worft queftion’d or pu-
sifh'd. - The vfage of fuch Iuftrious Lords, who
had done great Services againft the Common Ene-
my, could not but give new Occaflion of difguft
again{t the Minuters, yet De Pere {o little valo’d
the Hate of either the Nobility or Commonalty,
that ke defy’d them in all his AQions: and in
the midit of their Clamours, had the Infolence
to turn ofl” his Fair Lady Philippa, tho’ her Mother
was the Ring’s Aunt, and marry a Vintner’s
Daughter, a Match better fuited to his Merit
than his Fortune. The Duke of Ghucefler, the-
King’s and her Uncle, threatned him with Re-
venge ; but it only animated him to haften the
Deltruction ot that Noble Prince, who had in all
this tyranntcal Reign been the Bulwark of the
Englifh Liberties:- Whether Ring Richard was
pleas’d with this Match, becanfe the Woman came
with his Quecn from Bohentia, or could not be
difpleas’d with any thing that pleas’d his Minion;
He was {o far from (hewing Refentment, that
the Duke of Ireland govern’d him and his King-
dom as entirely as ever: Yetin fceming Compli-
ance with the Defires of the People, the Duke
made mighty Preparations for his Voyage to Jre-
lend, which was put off fron: time to time under
vartous Pretences. At laft, when he thought he
thould not be able any longer to defer it, without

involving
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involving the King himfelf, and the Minifters,
in a Quarrel with the Parliament, before they
were provided for it: He gave out, that he
would depart; accordingly be made a fhew of
proceeding in his Journey to the Coaft, where he
was to embark ; and {o little were the King and
Court {ollicitons to obferve any Meafures with
the People, that they accompan’d him in greag
State; the King, the Earl of Suffolk, their Law-
yer Irefilian, and the Chiefs of the Faction going
with him as far as FVales, where the Royal Pro-
grefs, and the Duke’s Irifh Journey ended; for
they turn’d about and went to Nottingham: At
which Place this Black Cabal of Minifters enter’d
into a Confultation, how to deftroy not only the
Lordsof the Ruin’d Party, but the Englifs Confti-
tution, ‘They firft fummon’d the Sheriffs of evee
ry County, to know what Affiftance they could
give them ; but they were anfwer'd, The People
were very much fatisfy’d in their Opinions, that the
Lords were Lovers of their King and Country 5 and
therefore they durft promife notbing in that Matter.
The difgrac’d Lords were the Duke of Gloucefter,
the Earls of Arundel Warwick, Derly, and Notting-
bam, and others of the higheft Quality and Inte-
reft, who were too powerful to be deftroyd
without the Parliament agreed to it, or the Ca-
bal had a Force Superiour to theirs. Wherefore
being bavlk’d as to that, The Tryal, fays my Au-
Shor, was then made to pack a Parliament, by contr-
ving Elethions as the King fhould appoint. ~ Which
they could not effet ; and defpairing of their
pack’d Majority, the only recourfe they could
have, was to the Judges, who were fummon’d to
Nottingham, to give an Anfwer to feveral Que-
ries put to them by the Minifters, And by their
wicked abufe of the Law, one cann't but rejoyce
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in the great Care his late Majefty, and our pre-
fent Scvereign the Queen, have taken to fill the
Courts of Wybininfter-Hall with Magiftrates,
whom no Minifter will ever be able to manage
contrary to law, and whofe Uprightnefs and In-
tegrity are unqueftionable : For in all bad times
ill Judges have been found ready to {ubjett the
Laws to the Pleafure of the Court, Did not 3
Set of them declare Ship-Money to be Legal in
the Reign of Charles1? And another Set pro.
nounce the Difpencing Power to be the fame in
that of King Fames 11, But thefe Judges, in com-
placency to the Earl of Oxford ana his Faction,
gave their Opinions, That every thing that had
been done againt the King’s Favourites was
High-Treafon, What Sir Robert Foward writes
on this Occafion is worth repeating, as fhewing
how in all tiines wicked Lawyers have facrificd
their Learning and Honefty to thetr Intereft, and
made the Will of the Prince to be the Meafure
of Joftice. There was one thiiig alfo very remarkable,
{ays that noble Author, that the Lawyers, who in
former Parliaments gave ther Advice and Opinions
for the Proceedings alainft the Minifiers, being after-
wards, when the Power turn’d to the King. ask'd, Whe-
ther by Law the King could ot difannil the Proceed-
ings of that Parliwuent ? Readily recanting their for-
mer Opinions, anfwer'd, That he might; the King
being above the Law : A Maxim very much us'd
i1 the lgte times, and mauft be always wheis Arbitrary
Power #s defigw’d,  The Judges were very clear
in the Points they were to difcofs: for they de-
termin’d all to be Treafon, and the Offenders
worthy the Death of Traytors: tho’ by this bold
Opinion, the Parllament were the Traytors, and
the Stawnte-Law the Treafon.  They declard that
Parliaments could aot proceed upon a1y Bufinefs, but

fuch
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fuch as the King propos’d and limited by "Articles>
Nor accife any of the King’s Mmifters, without inw
- curving the Guilt and Penalty of High-Treafon. Thus
had this faithful Minifter, this able and honeff
Politictan, who acted by fecret and finifter Con-
trivances, at once overturn’d the Confticution,
snd deftroy’d the Liberties of England, to fecure
himfelf and Aflociates from the Punifhment the
Law threatned them with.

The King looking upon the Opinions of the
Judges as Authentick, prefum’d the Lords, his
Favourites hated, were conviéted Perfons. without
farther Tryal: And order’d their Eftates to be
confifuated, vefolving to execute the Sentence of
Traytors on them, as foon as he could get them
within his Power. Hg raisd Soldiers, and com-
manded the Earl of Nortbumberland to Arreft the
Earl of Arundel ; but the latter had fo fortify’d
himfelf in his Caftle of Rygate in Surrey, that the
King’s Men were forc’d to leave him where they
found hire. Things were come now to that cX~
tremity, that it feem’d impoffible to avoid 3
Civil War ; *But the difcontented Lords, to pre-
vent Bloodfhed, prevail’d with the Bifhop of
Lindon, a Prelate of an excellent Temper, to in-
tercede with the King in their behalf, and thag
they might be reftor’d to his Favour. The Ri.
thop perform'd this Office with his beft Skil] and
Zeal, and fo wrought upon the King, that he
nclin’d to a more happy Temper. Bot the Chap-
cellor (Who, fays Sir Robert, hated all Peace gug
juftice, by which he knew be was to bave little Besse-
71t 5 nor could be be probably fafe, longer thai while
be kept bis King sn Danger ) quickly turn'd him
afide from all Thoughts of Moderation and Cle-
mency: Lipon which the Bifhop told him, T
eat the Service of his Prince that guided him, but bis
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o violent Ambitions, and that rather thanthe Lords
[hould not be deftroy’d, he would involve the Natioy
in Ruin.  Adding, It was eafte for fuch abje@ Spi.
rits as his to raife Tumuits, which muft be ended by
the Deftrultion of the Braveft, INor was be fit to
give Advice, who was the Chief Incendiary, ana made
a Party by bis Condemnation, The King was {o
angry to fee his Favourite {fo roughly handled
that he commanded the Bifhop out of his fight,
The Lords finding there was no Security for them
but in Rej3ftance, take Arms. The Duke of Glou.
cefter, the Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Nottingbam,
and Derby, rais’d Forces, and met at Harfngbay.
Park near Highgate, with fuch a Power as ftar
led the King and his Favourites, And now tk
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and the Bifhop of Elj
are fent from Court to the Lords, who for Peac
" fake agree to lay their Complaints in a dotiful
manner before the King at Weftminfter ¢ But they
firft oblig’d the Bifhop of Ely, whom they knew
to be a Man of Honour, to promife to give them
notice, if there was any Danger defign’'d them:
And their Jealoufie was not ill-grounded, for
Oxford had engag’d fome treacherous Alderme
of Londen in his Party, Men who would ftick 2
nothing to carry their Point: Men of {mal
Eftates, and profligate Lives, who had no Inte.
reft in the City, but as they were of the Favou.
rites Fa&tion, and could not preferve it but by
the wicked Mezans it was acquir’d, the betraying
the Libertv of their Foi'ow-Subjects.

Thefe Men laid an Arbufh at the Aews, to
fieze the Lords as they came to the King; of
which they having Intelligence from the Bifhop
of Ely, fail'd to come. The King wondring a
it, ask’d the Bifhop the Reafon who boldly an-
{wer'd, The Lords durft not truft him, and had
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difcover’d the Trap laid for them: Of which-the
King feew’d wholly ignorant, and order'd the
Sheriffs to {earch the Aews, and kiil or ficze all
they found conceal’d there.  The Sheriffs obey™d
his Orders, {earch’d, but found no Body; for
tho’ the Fact was true, the Place was miftaken
Sir Richard Bramber, and Sir Thomas Trivet, hae
ving fecretly allfembled arm’d Men at Weftmuifler,
and finding their Plot difcover’d, they as fecretly
convey’d them away again. It was thought that
Oxford and Suffolk apprehended the Action too
vile to truft the King withit, tho’ they doubied
not to get him to approvce of it afterwards, Nor
has this been an unzfual Method, {ays my Author,
of powerful Aiirifters and Fawourites to contrive Mif-
chiefs for their Priuce to approve, A Prince thal i
wholly led by fuch, and wrapd up in ther defrevate
Counfels and Intcicft, may [eruple at a thing beiig
done, that be cannot when 'tis effeifed - One 15 but a
Difference in Opinion, the otber is a Defertion of bis
Party: be may be frec in the firft, but too much 11
volw’d to be at liberty 1 the Jattcr.  Whether tne
King knew of this Treafon or not, the Troth
of it was not queftion’d 5 aad the Fraud, Re-
venge and Cruelty, of the Eatl of Oxford’s Na-
ture, made it the more credible,

Far be it from me to affrong the Order of the
Priefthood ; for which, when *tisnot difhonour’d
by thofe that are of it, no Man has a greater Re-
verence: Yet one cannot, without eriing againit
the truth of Hiftory, omit obferving, bow often
Men of that Sacred Function have dipt them-
felves deep in the Guilt of Arbitrary Princes,
And at this time the Archbifhop of 7urk declar'd
againt all peaceful and moderate Counfels, high-
ly exalting the Royal Power, and tethny his
pi’illEE‘, That Oceafton was now ﬂj}; rd to ﬂ);rﬂ bt -
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febf a King induedy by cntting off all the Lords
who oppos'd his 1 yrannical Government. How
much bonclter was the Advice of Sir Hugh Liiie,
a blont old Cavalier, who tollow’d the Court:
The King asking him jocularly, |1°hat was to be
done 2 Sir bingh fhc:c Bleod and Wounds, let us
charpe bonie, m.J kill every Alother's Soi, mzd ju we
j; ,nf nake o ok dr}fnirru f the beft E:uzds ]{ru A7e
fii . n”land \Vhich heneft Roughnefs cf this old
bolmm cis fuid, determin’d the King more to
muld I\u.thouk than any prave Counfcls of his
Eiﬂ]ﬂl‘ls*
At laft, upon new Faith and Security, the Lords
came to the King at T ainfier, but with {o {trong
2 Guard, tharthey did not eppear like Men whu
Cal5E 10 imwtm Lo Petition: And they, inhis
p'refznee, chalieng'd Robert, Earl of Oxford, Duke
¢ £ Loefaing, Ll o ll of Sefivit, the Archbifhop ot
ok, and the Chict ]nft ce 1refiiian, as Traytors,
‘TheKig ﬂifl..‘r:.t m‘w his Favourites could
nol ipani, fpol :hih_'m M 131 1:3, and with
equil {euiper nad Rex fﬂ* ev d the L.ords, that
ifall were true they alledo’d, they had not ta-

ken the vroper way o ﬁ. K for juﬂi by a fhew
ot “i.l.....i,hl. and give that Oprulu rm} to tie
frcenciors Tonbdtude, which Periaps ! mhut Prove
t;"'.‘. ﬁa...llt (C tuKe ng_m from thenr,  Thos, after

. hujti}' Lid boloie waam the move pi 010
Vi fm wiat they delir'd, e rais'd them from
thm I’LM and reue'd with them. Al this
AN ORY i and the Fovouiites kepr out of the
way s dnn ul“. ndinz, as Jily they mizhe, the
Paicer of fach mun..m‘*l and enrag’d Encunics.
e Kiag entortedn’d the Lords with Wine and
othw Redicine mnrs, and oll thangs were referi’d
o the Dot ation of @ Fice Parliament,
Repreioniztive Chofin by the taanimoys Voice of
the
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the People, impatient for Redrels of Gricvanees,
not tnflnenc’d hy Faétious Riots, ner aSz2lcs Txm-
jority, procur’d by Fax oun...':c winch Oxfra
knew would happen, and refolv’ i not L0 ¥CnTUTe
his Fortunz on the fovere Tudgnient of Truih and
Juftice.

Some are of Opinion, the [T imlen r::rf?-;
temporiz'd and aflectcd Moderating cutwardiv,
while he in feeret fufler’d De Fore and his Mini-
fters to take other Mcafures more agrecabie to
their Notions of Uniimited Monarchy, of Sub-
Jjection without Bounds, and Obcdience without
Referve ; not only to the Prince, but his iini-
fters. The Lords did net fo cattrelv confide in
the King's Royal \Word, as to difperfe their
Forees, which they kept together to fee how i
would be perform’d r:_{“rmuul\, hearing fixfod
had lefc the Court, and was raifing Men in M oides
and Ch:fhive to enable the King to breik bis
Promife, and proteét him in chance of thcrn ail,
Tis beliey’ d the King conniv’d at s Hcap2y and
‘tis reported, he ftole away in Dli*:;nn‘..} wih a
Dow and Quiver at his Bacg, in the [ibit of a
servant, with Five morce 1n his Comunany til ts
{ime ACCGUtICle]LS. Some wrire, ti.:l*: ha 1]
bevond ¥ea, and afterwards landed with Forees
in Eizgled, Others, That he got tato Chfhire
and_ W ales, which Parts were molt daversd 14
King Richad’s Intereft, and there rars’d an Avmy
with which, had hc naderitood Fightiag ia tie
Ficld, aswell as Thicking in a Couart, he mis,
have been hard ennugl for all his Fremias,
i.ords hearing of his St rrengeh, icz’d g
fes o szn’m and difpatehd the Ll ot iy
(afterwards Hmf)f [V.) with fufiiciont Forcec to
give him Battle,  The Earl hqviuﬁ MJelm fo1t
Malter Gf the T}U{L C‘t R deot-Br il EAY i) OT’{L L f‘f IH
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De Veres March was ftopt, and foon after the
Farl attack’d him at three Places, The Earl’s
Forces were fpivited with the Juftice of their
Caufe ; the Duke's rather a mutinous Rabble,
than a legulal Army s and had not Sir T homus
Mullineux, Conftable of Cheffer, and a Creature
of the Famuri[cs, nerfwaded him that the Farl
of Derby’s Forces were notall come up, and him-
felf but a mean unexperienc’d General, Oxford
“would have fled without Fighting : Encourag’d
by that defperate Knight, he difplay’d theKing’s
Banner, and advanc’d in Perfon to the Bridge,
attempting to force it: A Battle enfu’d upon
this, which was of very fhort Duration ; for Ox-
fmd s Men, 1n [mitation of their General , thought
of flying more than fighting : himf{elf allgntmff
off his Horfe, mounted on a fwifter, to fccure
his Retreat 5 but finding him{clf fullound_ed by
the Dukc cf G‘Eazfcfﬂer ononc Hand, and the Earl
cf Derby on the other, he quitted his Army, and
took the River Jis, which he fwam, leaving his
Hotfe in the midft of the Streaii, and gaining

the other fide without it. His Soldiers {eemg
this, threw down their Arms, and fubmitted:
Siv Thoinas Aullineux flymg, was met and {lain
by Sir Thomas Aortimer, his Men were difirm’d
and {ent bowey only the better fort of them re-
main’d in the Service of the Earl of Derly, who
cominanded that nonc that yiclded fhould be il
us'd, cither in Action or Word.,  For thofe who
hight for their Country arc never Infolent on Suc-
cfs,  Men that have an 1ll Canfe, and defpair of
maintaining it long, avealways tond of fhewing
their fhort-liv’d Maftery, and put it to as bad
Ufes as they can. Some Hiftorians place this
Adtion not at Radeot-Bridge, but at Babbelake near
Buiford ; the Circumftances too arca little vary’d,
put
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but all agree in the Earl of Oxford’s Cowardice
and Flight.  On which my noble Author again
(1ys: He that was fo bold in Counfel. fhew'd want of
 Citrage when “twas moft needful. in Attion 5 and fled
limfelf before the Fight was fearce beous, Among
‘many things taken of his, in one of his Trunks
were found Letters from the King, To b,zﬂ.«in Lis
coring to Lonaon with what Power be conld wake,
where the Kirg would be veady to (hare Fortuses with
b, Bot the time was come, that De Vore was
to pay deariy for the Homours and Pleafures of
his tormer Life: and not daring to truft himfelf
to the impotent Favour of his Malter, he efcap’d
in Difguife by Night, firft into Scotland, then
Into Flanders, and laftly into Frasce.

What favour’d his Efcape was, a Report that
he was {lain 3 for his Arms, Armour and Horfe
being taken, twas generally believ’d he fell in
the Battle, or was drown’d in the River - And,
as 1t often happens in fuch Uncertatnties, fome
reported they faw him perif, defcribing the very
anuer of it: The belief of it prevailing, ’twas
no hard matter for him to continue his Flight in
Difguife, as has been already mention’d,

The Lords marching with thejr viZtoriots
T1o0ps £o London, the King thought fit to com-
ply with them for the prefent, and call 2 Parlja.
ment, wherein Robert,Earl of Oxford &c. was fom-
mon'd to appear and anfwer to certain Articles
of High-Treafon, exhibited againft him by the
Duke of Gloucefber and other Peers,  But thi was
maiter of Form only ; for they knew he wor Id
not truft himfelf ameng them, accountable as he
was for fo many Treafons and Crimes; fo he was
baniih’d, and all his Lands Confifcated, excepe
thofe, as fore-feeing a Storm and a Day of Rec-
koning, he had fecurd by Entail. His Banith.

241 Eﬂf’



( 46 )

ment, Attainder, and Outiawry, were confirm'd
by A& of Parliament. He now began to feel th:
Mistortunes of thofe fal’'n Favonrites who rofe tg
Power, and maintain'd it by Frand and Oppref.:
fion. Hewas univerfzlly neglefted and defpis,
In which forlorn Condition he wander’d from
Place to Place, till at laft he was kill’d by a wils
Joar, ncar Louvam in Flanders, where he had
liv'd fome time in the laft chrty and Diftrefs;
His Fall being as much uapity’d as his Rife wa
unceferv’d.  Such was his Endin the 324 Yeard
his Age, the 16th of King Ricnard, A.D. 1362,
As to his Character, tho” his Actions fpeai i .
fufficiently, yet U {hall add what Sic Robert Howa
{aysof 1, in Lis Refletions fo often quoted.
it is a Wonder, that fuch a Adan [hould ever g
the Aﬁmdaut over a Prince : A Mair that was i
fufe of what be could get 5 and got it as willingly b
1e Spotls of others, s b)f nore juftifiable IV{:}J:‘ ki !
was wifit for Peace by bis rzfr?*”frzr vattre, @il
manted Cony age to be troublefosn s Har,  In Poa
be mis fi nzazrr iz ar calny ) never quist but wi
a'raid, at cll other timics zufcmm} it s wheit he i
75t mf suing Aifchief, bis CG:JI(::'“E fald b
L TEN Jr{’u d aord, bt when ;r:u;fjny bindei’d LHI
from being bad s be bad wno Fits of a Difeafe) L
livdin a couting'd Lepr rny
Rutwe bave read of other Frecedents, hom worthl
Alen bawe for'd themfelves 1iato Princes Favours, [')'
juch Flatteries that generons Tempers could wot creepta
For il Men fludy the Nature of Priﬁcc_f good M
Lore Tutevelt s Adnd toat woich is sinf! mf it fooits
rrevails, thai that vhich is ninf} ¢ rjI’i
[ fhonld here clofe wy Hiftory, the Scene be
ine fhut with the Death of De Feie:; but having
{fnaken o mach of De Le Foole the Clhmcnlor |

il alfu infeit bis Charafter as ‘tis given by

IJ'{I“”- ‘ EI:
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“ [ie was a cruel Spoiler, and carelefs Spend-

“ ¢r: In War contemptible, in Pe cemfupport-
¢ able : An Enemy to all Counft] of others, and
“ in his own Conceit wondroufly Wife + Obfli-
* natcly Contentious : Of a quick Wit, and rea-
“ dy Speech ; both which he abus’d to the com-
“ mending himfelf, and craftily depraving of
“ others: Hc was lcfs lov’d, heard as much as
" the Duke o freland;, the more hurtful Man,
“ and the more hateful. |
How miferably this Man dy’d abroad too :
how Trefsliain and his Brother-Judges were har o'd,
and a Crew of 1ll Counlfellors driven from Court,
may be feen in our Hiftories. Among thefe,
were the Bifhops of 2k and Devbam, ~ OFf tic
hatter Treffe] writes s He was a Aan of little
Depth, ettber in Learning o Gudgmient 1 uily one
that bad the Art of j&ﬁmfirg,j ?H::f:f?:g o lormal Shew
of whatfoewer be faid or did,  He tos exceffivey ex-
crcis’d bis Ryot and Anlbition, ot able to gualific bis
Lufts and Defires. The Archbithop of ort {ecims
to have fo trifing a Charafter, that Hiftorians
did not think it worth mentioning *, [n this
great and good Change at Court, "tis obfervable,
that

!

_"mﬂ__-mm_mh

" Inall tad Rergns the Ciry of London have furiifi'd
ti2 Court with [ome bold msjchrevous Cieigens, fie for any
Wickedne[s 5 and fuch tas Sir Nicholas Bramber, ¢ often
~ made Mayor by the Kirg, agaiudt the Rights and Privileges
of th: City, being found a proper Inftrumient (o ot in al
legal and arbitrary Ways ; facriticing the Lives and Effares
of many confiderable Men to the King’s Inclinations 2nd
Uchigny, and omitting no Sevensty that could b practis'd
apantt the Frecdom and Privileges of the Coy.  Ope of
the Rewards he aimi’d at for his Villanies, was 1o be made
Dulz of Troy, the Ancient Name of Lenden, d:.2cff,
if the Fable does 106 Lie; b g Gullcurs rewmdod b
nich better.
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that feveral Ladies were expell’d, and bound ¢,
their good Behaviour : As the Lady Mowen, ths
1.ady Adoling, the Lady Poymings, thelady H/ﬂrn
and others. And ’tis highly probable, thof
wicked Minifters could never have fucceeded |
all their Defigns, had not thofc Ladies been |
the Confederacy,

Nothing is more remarkable in the bad Cop.
- duct of this hated Miniftry, than their favouring
the French tatereft, and fetting the King agaiof
a \Var with Fruuce ; it being, as Sir Robert write:
Not  ait zmmrtby Ob[ﬁf'ﬁfﬂffﬂrf bow frequently fu
Freach hawe becir prevalent in l:ngl:md and alway
111 fuch Princes Tinmes as bawve ginven fo much Powy
to Munfbers and Favourites, as made them confidy.
able enotigh to be carrvptcd He adds, That Kig
Richard relapling foon into his former Male-Ge
vernment, That Intercff and Opiniviz which ti
French had wr o2t themfclues into, appear’d iin i
Things to cncr czzfe And the Bent Of {uch Kings,
and fuch Minifters, cannot better be underftood,
than by what thls Prince {wore to the Duke ¢f
Glweefber, and  Avchbithop of Canterbury, whi
wele for a French \War, That he would more wi
lagly rely on the Frotechion of France, than thuss
b madae Seroile to thefe he ought to C’mmzaﬂd I
betng i fuch Relgns thought a Slavery to hear

ken to good u:aunfel and be guided by Reafon
and ‘Jﬂx
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